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Copy of August letter follows:

August 18, 2005

Dear Crystal,

I would like to call your attention to one of the governing documents used for verifying Telecommunications Telephone Terminal Equipment will not harm the network.  This TIA document has been updated and is now up to addendum (3).  We refer to this latest document as:  TIA-968-A-3.  This document with all addenda along with FCC Part 68 criteria determines compliance with 
”The Rules.”  

When the FCC transferred database administration to ACTA along with a process to adopt technical criteria documents for prevention of harm to the network which were submitted by American National Standards Institute-accredited Standards Development Organizations (SDOs), the majority of the FCC Part 68 Rules that were in effect at that time were transcribed, nearly word-for-word, to a document called: TIA/EIA-IS-968.  This document was nearly a word-for-word translation of existing Part 68 technical criteria, except for the portions retained by the FCC to itself, however, renumbered. It was called a:  TIA Interim Standard.  This occurred in mid 2001.

In mid 2002, there was an “upgrade” and revision to TIA/EIA-IS-968 and the new version (or Rev A) was called:  TIA-968-A.  Except for some minor renumbering and minor additions, this new document resembled the older one very closely.  Stutter Tone Dial Detection and ADSL requirements plus a few other test requirements were added.

These two documents were stand-alone technical criteria documents to verify compliance with the prior FCC-adopted technical requirements.  For the most part, except for hearing–aid compatibility and wiring rules, technical criteria were in one place, meaning one could open TIA-968-A and the technical criteria which have the force of FCC Rules were stated within the document.

In order to keep this note short, I will quickly get to the point.  In September, 2003, the original TIA-968-A was amended to add:  TIA-968-A-1.  Only minor changes included.  In January, 2004, TIA-968-A-2 was adopted.  The minor changes were “red-lined” onto my original copy of TIA-968-A.  However, in December, 2004,  a great number of changes were adopted and listed in TIA-968-A-3.  However, these addendums did not include the original TIA-968-A so one had to “red-line” the original in order to insert the new technical criteria.  My TIA-968-A looks like it has been written in blood with the great number of changes and additions that have been incorporated with the latest addendum.

One of the main issues is the numbering system used within the document.  Reference to previous Part 68 rule requirements have been renumbered.  New requirements have been added and inserted in between old rules.  One must enter these items by hand on to (or into) the original TIA-968-A.

This type of revision to the rules is not in line with the FCC: 47 CFR Rule Parts.  Incorporation of new rules/test requirements should be included and contained in one version of the technical criteria document.  I believe one should be able to request the latest version of a technical criteria document and have a complete set of the requirements.

The foreign Test Laboratories are particularly prone to error with the addition of inserted test requirements not included in the latest addendum to the TIA-968-A document.  Does ACTA plan to release a complete version of each technical criteria document it adopts with all the addendums included in one (1) document in the near future?  Will ACTA urge submitting SDOs to provide to users, a single document encompassing all changes to date, and possibly in red-lined format?  One version with all the rules and requirements would be helpful to manufacturers and testing laboratories!

Best regards,

Frank

Timco Engineering

Copy of the letter: 

April 6, 2005

Dear Crystal,

The "How to make measurements" document that 
is used for the ACTA TIA-968-A test requirements 
is called: 

TIA/EIA TELECOMMUNICATIONS SYSTEMS BULLETIN 
Part 68 Rationale and Measurements Guidelines 
TSB31-B

We refer to this document as: TSB31-B 
So far as I know, the last publication 
of this document is February 1998.

There have been a great number of new devices 
with new technologies, etc. since 1998.  Often 
times, reference for testing new devices points 
us to IEEE documents, etc.  One very good example 
is the testing of xDSL devices.  These devices 
are very broad-band with large bandwidths.  They 
are not covered in TSB31-B.

Do you know of any effort being made to update 
this TSB31-B Document to encompass the new technology?  
In my opinion, this document should be updated on a 
regular basis to keep up with the latest devices.

If you have any information on this subject, please 
drop me a line or two.  It would be appreciated.

Thank you.

Frank DeNuzzo

Timco Engineering

Florida
