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(On contributions, use the source organization’s disclaimer.  On Council documents, use the ACTA disclaimer shown below)
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· CONTACT:  John Bipes, ACTA OIP-Primary 507-345-7169 <mobeng@hickorytech.net>

TR41.9.1 – Day 1:
1) Looked in on TR41.3.3 – Digital Transmission Performance meeting in Ottawa.
2) Technical review of the latest revision of PN-3-0016-RV2 / TR41.9.1-07-08-003-DSL_TIA-968-B (to become TIA-968-B) Draft Revision 1M, “Telecommunications Telephone Terminal Equipment Technical Requirements for Connection of Terminal Equipment to the Telephone Network DRAFT - Revision 1M, 26 January 2007 (To become TIA-968-B).” Lots of editorial work on mathematical formulae, annotations, schematic drawings, etc. Target date for balloting, next meeting of TR41 in Albuquerque in November. Projected to be available for adoption by the ACTA in 1st quarter 2008.
TR41.9 – Day 2:

3) The ACTA Report to Ottawa was given – as always to a rapturous reception by SDO TR41.9. I specifically emphasized the ACTA’s re-organization efforts w.r.t. three vs. the present five (+ “Other”) industry segments and emphasized the need for industry participation – particularly by people being present at the 6th September face-to-face meeting of the ACTA as segment reorg. happens.
4) INDUSTRY CANADA report by Christina: I.C. is closing in on charging a fee-for-I.C.-logo-label (presently 11c CDN/ea.) and do as the ACTA does – charge a one-time filing fee…a revenue-neutral fee of $750 CDN (equiv. to approx. $765 USD). The matter is in the deputy minister’s office and IC hopes approval will occur shortly (notwithstanding that a governmental shake-up may be happening at this writing). 
Following SDO TR41’s Ottawa Meetings Industry Canada informed us that:
On August 13, 2007, the Minister of Industry approved the

Telecommunications and Radio Apparatus Fee Order which is a list of new

fees charged by the Certification and Engineering Bureau for conformity

assessment services. The new fees will come into effect on September 10,

2007 and will be published in the Canada Gazette Part I on September 1,

2007 as SMSE-008-07.

Additionally, the revocation order that will rescind the current fees

will also come into effect on September 10, 2007 and will be published

on September 5, 2007 in Canada Gazette Part II as SOR 2007-192.

As a result of the removal of the label fee, the "Self-Marking of

Certification/Registration Number on Terminal Equipment - Application

Procedure and Agreement" will be withdrawn on September 10, 2007. Notice

of the withdrawal (SMSE-009-07) will appear in Canada Gazette Part I on

September 1, 2007.

Advance publication of the above is available at the following link

http://strategis.ic.gc.ca/epic/internet/insmt-gst.nsf/en/h_sf08729e.html
5) TCB Activities. No report was available. 

6) Target date for completion of TIA-968-B has slipped to (hopefully, no later than) November, 2007.
7) TSB31-C was voted out of committee in May, 2007. TIA’s legal department recommended “Appendices” be changed to “Annexes”, some “musts” and “shalls” require changes before publication.
8) TIA/TSB-168-B Labeling Requirements update: Trone Bishop has agreed to be editor of the document. Will be completed as a standard, as a TIA standard (not an ANSI standard). NOTE: There was lots of discussion re. what the ACTA can / cannot do; whether or not a labeling requirement is a ‘technical standard’ (as ‘technical’, cannot be written by the ACTA). I suggested a criteria for ‘technical’ – ‘that which can be tested in the lab.’ Amended document was approved by TR41.9. Steve Whitesell formally moved that as passed by TR41.9, the document be sent to the ACTA for approval – upon successful resolution of any (editorial-type only) ballot comments. Trone asked that any editorial comments resulting from the letter ballot be resolved by an editorial group conference call prior to the next meeting. (Too soon for the 6th September meeting of the ACTA – probably on or about 18th September if 100% success according to Roger Hunt; more likely on/about 25th September.) I.e., about a month’s time between the sunset of TIA-168-A’s sunset and –B’s commencement. The ACTA is hereby notified.
9)  TIA/TSB-968-B being completed. (See Item 2, previous.)

10) We reported back to the ACTA’s last meeting re. elimination of the interim standard TRQ6 as TIA-968-A-3 published in February, 2005 effectively supersedes TRQ6’s signal power references for SHDSL, HDSL2 and HDSL4, and whereas TRQ6 itself references it’s being effective only until superseded, TR41.9 recommends TRQ6 be withdrawn by its author, NIPP-NAI (ATIS’ Network Interface Power and Protection – Network Access Interface committee), and when NIPP-NAI notifies the ACTA we on the ACTA can similarly archive it. For reasons entirely understandable, the letter fell into a crack until this quarter’s meeting when Steve Whitesell, TR41 chair, copied us on his letter to NIPP-NAI requesting this action.
11) Discussion Re. VoIP phone certification (TR41.9-07-08-010). “The product has an RJ45 Ethernet interface and is supplied via ‘Power over LAN’ (802.3af). There is no direct connection to the PSTN. Is it required to have the product listed in the ACTA database? Is it required that those devices are HAC compliant?” Trone first asked TR41.9’s discussion before prejudicing the group on the ACTA’s response already completed. Upshot: HAC requirements are required. The equipment may be listed on the ACTA database as ancilliary equipment.

12) Re. ANSI’s “TCB Evaluation Form”, ANSI-ACP-FR-026: The ad hoc group formed in May to work with the document (Matt Mulvihill, IC WG-leader, Scott Roleson, Roger Hunt, Trone Bishop, Randy Ivans, [John Bipes]) was to make a contribution at the this August meeting in Ottawa however it didn’t happen. I [John Bipes] will work to make it happen in November in Albuquerque.  

13) TIA-968-B (SP-3-0016-RV3) status: TIA-968-B to be ‘substantially done’ by years end, 2007 (See also item 2 herein.)
14) Next meeting of SDO TR41.9.1 to be Monday and TR41.9 to be Tuesday the week of 13th August, 2007 – Ottawa, Ontario.
TR41.7.4 – Day 3: 
15) Meeting was begun by (outgoing) Chairman Joann Macmillan. Then TR41 Chair Whitesell initiated a discussion on the apparent diminishment of TR41.4 – a topic with generic application to all SDO activity and, to some degree, applicable to the ACTA also. Steve asked if other industry groups like SIP(?) Forum and/or IETF Forum may be taking work from the formerly busy TR41.7.4? 

Sprint would like to see more work with IP-PBX. Hardware vs. software specifications; standards vs. forum documents, etc.

What followed was a most interesting discussion on methods of human conferencing, use of IP addresses / e-mail addresses / phone numbers and virtual vs. face-to-face meetings, travel time/costs. 
Interestingly, it was stated that the terms “telecommunications” and “international” (really meaning U.S.A.) are passé…no longer in-vogue and therefore the terms fail to capture the newer imagination of 21st century technologies. 

Discussed TR41.4-07-08-006-TIA-1003original BRCM-070815e.doc via teleconference – the VoIP Telephony Standard w.r.t. 802.11
Worked with TR41.4’s futuristic envisionings w.r.t. emerging technologies in their attempts to encourage participation from the industry (not unlike our interests on the ACTA!)
Next meeting dates are 5th-9th November, 2007, Albuquerque.
NOTE: I initiated a visit to the (new since 2000) Industry Canada labs on west Carling Ave., Ottawa. There we looked in on TE approvals, discussed Canada’s equivalent to the ACTA database process and gained more insight into the ministry-level decision-making processes – particularly re IC fees.

TR41.7.1 – Day 4 AM-PM:

16) Continued work with committee TR41.7.1:
Review of 60950 Standards:
a.
Bi-National Standard UL/CSA 60950-1 (US / CANADA)

b.
IEC 60950-1; IEC 60950-1 2nd Edition was released 27th March, ‘07
c. 60950-21 (RFT Circuits) 

d. Hazard Based Standard – IEC 62368
SAFETY OF ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT WITHIN THE FIELD OF AUDIO/VIDEO, INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY

The Proposal for a new Standard for CO / Network Equipment (UL Subj. 2444) has lost impetus for completion – industry interest – and is therefore a stagnated effort (temporarily?). (At UL – requiring a tediously complex effort within UL to normalize numbers within this new standard to existing numbers [voltages/currents, etc.] in companion standards so the requirements seamlessly interface instead of warring with each other).
TR41.7.5 meets in November in Albuquerque to finalize work on completed new Standard for Overcurrent Protectors for Telecom Networks.
17) Acoustic requirements…discussed IEC 62368; IEC document 108/244/CD. 140dB OSHA limits for free-field (and 100 exposures / day). Criterion for repeated gunfire noise has recommended limits of 152dB peak for simple peaks (telephone clicks fall in this category) and 140dB for oscillatory decay. Although 140dB is quite conservative, it is a valid criterion because impulse noise is common on telephone lines. 140dB is effectively +17dB w.r.t. the ERP level and could become a legal liability. (See also Directive 2003/10/EC [1].)
What is desired is everything relating back to ERP with the appropriate coupler – even though lab personnel having to relate particular levels back to ERP is more difficult. And 125dB or handsets and 118dB for headsets and insert headphones. 

18) Updating discussions on other International issues such as Battery Packs and CENELEC Standards

19) Discussions re. IEEE 802ah…LAN/MAN Ethernet cables / port circuits / RJ-45, and POE (Power Over Ethernet), i.e., to active antennas sans AC mains availability. 13 Watts if single-use cables; 26 Watts if double-use cables (using not only extra unused cable pairs but simultaneously sourcing/sinking from TELCO transformer Tx/Rx center-taps. (Ref. POE Plus - 802-3at)
20) Discussions on Appendix IV’s Table IV-1/K.66 - ITU-T Rec.K.66 (12/2004) on lightning withstand requirements for galvanic signal premise connections to TE including concerns with coaxial cable / cable isolation.
21) IEEE PC62.50/D1, May 2007:  Discussions (led by Mick Maytum, Bournes) discussed new power strip lightning withstand and overvoltage requirements

· 6kV rated electric clock motors gave a 100:1 reduction in field failure rate compared to a 2kV motor [B18]

· 4kV rated contact to coil relays field the poor field reliability of a modem relay.

TR41.7 – Day 4 later PM:

22) Heard liaison reports from TR41.7.1 and TR41.7.5 (which did not meet this quarter).

23) Review of TIA/EIA-631-A Telecommunications Telephone Terminal Equipment – Radio Frequency Immunity.

24) Next Meeting of TR41:  Embassy Suites, Albuquerque, New Mexico. Week of 6th November, 2007
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