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ABSTRACT
This contribution provides a summary of the TR-41 meeting held June 4-8, 2012, in Grapevine TX.  TIA Engineering Committee TR-41, User Premises Telecommunications Requirements, addresses voluntary standards for telecommunications terminal equipment and systems, specifically those used for voice service, integrated voice and data service and Internet protocol (IP) applications.    TR-41 develops criteria for preventing harm to the telephone network, which become mandatory when adopted by the Administrative Council for Terminal Attachments (ACTA).  The work of TR-41 involves developing performance and interface criteria for equipment, systems and private networks, as well as the information necessary to ensure their proper interworking with each other, with public networks, with IP telephony infrastructures and with carrier-provided private-line services.  TR-41 also provides input on product safety issues, identifying environmental considerations for user premises equipment, and addressing the administrative aspects of product approval processes.
Topics that may be of interest to ACTA are highlighted with blue font.     

NOTICE
This contribution has been prepared to assist the ACTA.  This document is offered to the ACTA as a basis for discussion and is not a binding proposal on the source company.  This is a draft document and thus is dynamic in nature.  Any requirements specified herein are subject to change in form and numerical value after further study.  This draft document does not reflect a consensus of ACTA and it may be changed or modified.  Neither ATIS, TIA, ACTA, nor the source company make any representation or warranty, express or implied, with respect to the sufficiency, accuracy or utility of the information or opinion contained or reflected in the material herein.  ATIS, TIA, ACTA, and the source company further expressly advise that any use of or reliance upon the material in this contribution is at your risk and neither ATIS, TIA, ACTA, nor the source company shall be liable for any damage or injury, of whatever nature, incurred by any person or entity arising out of any utilization of the material contained herein.  It is possible that this material will at some future date be included in a copyrighted work by ATIS, TIA, or the ACTA.
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Summary of TIA TR-41 Meeting held June 4-8 in Grapevine TX.

TR-41 User Premises Telecommunications Requirements [endnoteRef:1]   [1:  TR41-12-08-003  ] 

1. TIA Moving Headquarters
In the December 2012 timeframe, TIA will be moving its headquarters about two blocks from the current location in Arlington VA.  The new facilities will include conference rooms and the TIA technical committees are being encouraged to consider holding meetings at that location.
2. Future Meetings of TR-41:  
The next virtual meeting of TR-41 will be held August 17, 2012.  Meetings of the subcommittees and working groups will be held August 6-16, 2012.  The schedule is available on the TIA web site.[endnoteRef:2] [2:  http://www.tiaonline.org/all-standards/committees/tr-41] 

The next face-to-face meeting of TR-41 will be held Nov. 5-9, 2012, at the Embassy Suites Hotel, 4315 Swenson Street, Las Vegas NV.  Additional information is available on the TIA web site.[endnoteRef:3] [3:  http://tiaonline.org/standards_/committees/admin/rosters/documents/TR-41_Meeting_2012_11_05_Meeting_Notice.pdf] 

3. TIA2013 Conference
The TIA2013 Conference will be held October 8-9, 2013, at the Gaylord National Resort and Conference Center located in National Harbor MD, just south of Washington, D.C., on the Potomac River.  TR-41 will hold its 4th quarter 2013 face-to-face standards meeting in conjunction with this event.  
TR41.3 Analog and Digital Wirline Terminals [endnoteRef:4] [4:  TR41-12-06-005-MR1-TR41.3 Chairs Report.doc ] 

Jim Bress (AST) is the Chair of TR41.3. Allen Woo (Plantronics) was elected Vice Chair of TR41.3 at this meeting.  
1. Handset Acoustic Performance Requirements for Analog Telephones:  Editorial cleanup on the draft proposed ANSI/TIA-470.110-D standard continues.  The editor expects to have the draft standard ready for ballot in time for the ballot to close before the Aug. 2012 TR41.3 meeting.  The target completion date is now Nov. 2012.
2. Digital Telephone Answering Device Performance Requirements:  The ANSI/TIA-470.330-C standard has been published.   
3. Transmission Requirements for Wideband Digital Wireline Telephones with Handsets:  The errata recently approved for the TIA-920-110-A standard has been published.
4. Transmission Requirements for Wideband Digital Wireline Speakerphones:  The ballot for the TIA-920-120-A standard closed on May 4, 2012.  An interim TR41.3 teleconference was held May 7 to resolve the ballot comments.  The draft standard contained technical issues related to requirements for levels and loudness ratings.  The draft standard will be sent out for re-ballot after final editorial clean-up and review by the editor, Glen Hess (Harmon).  An interim TR41.3 meeting will be held to resolve ballot comments after the ballot closes.
5. Transmission Requirements for Wideband Digital Wireline Telephones with Headsets, Addendum 1:  The draft proposed addendum (TIA-920.130-A-1) adds a normalized RLR value for TCLw measurement for binaural headsets. The draft standard was approved for ballot at the February 2012 meeting.  The ballot closed on June 2, 2012.  TR41.3.3 was able to address the comments by making editorial changes to the draft standard.  The standard is now complete and will be sent to TIA for publication after final editing. 
6. Network Signaling Performance Requirements for Analog Telephones: The ballot to re-affirm ANSI/TIA-470.230-C closed on Dec. 11, 2011.  The ballot failed due to a lack of majority of the voting pool submitting ballots.  A subsequent reaffirmation ballot passed.  The TR41.3 Chair will work with TIA to publish the reaffirmation.
7. Cordless Telephone Operation and Feature Performance Requirements: The ballot to re-affirm ANSI/TIA-470.320-C closed on Dec. 11, 2011.  The ballot failed due to a lack of majority of the voting pool submitting ballots.  A subsequent reaffirmation ballot passed.  The TR41.3 Chair will work with TIA to publish the reaffirmation.
8. Analog Telephone Port Requirements for Packet-based User Premises Terminal Equipment: In August, 2011, TR-41.3 approved a project to revise ANSI/TIA-1063-2007.  The project has not been formally opened yet.  Jim Bress (AST) reported that AST will submit a contribution listing the items in TIA-1063 that need to be revised.  Others are requested to submit additional items for revision.  The TR41.3 chair will open a project when a list of revision items is made available.  The revised standard will become ANSI/TIA-1063-A.  The target completion date is May, 2013.
9. Acoustic Performance Requirements and Measurement Methods for High-Gain Amplified Telephones (to become ANSI/TIA-4953): The ANSI review process is underway and the standard is expected to be published in Aug. 2012 after the ANSI review process has been completed.  The Telecommunications Equipment Distribution Program Association (TEDPA) board has sent a letter to its members recommending that they reference and specify TIA-4953 in RFPs or other product procurement processes.  (The mission of the TEDPA is to exchange information and assist with the administration of specialized telecommunications equipment distribution programs for persons with disabilities.)  Jim Bress (AST) plans to provide future contributions proposing to revise TIA-4953 to include digital interface handset telephones, digital and analog interface speakerphones, and mobile telephones.  The TR41.3 will reach out to the TR45 (Mobile and Personal Communications Systems Standards) Chair regarding potential collaborative work.
10. Receive Volume Control Requirements for Digital and Analog Wireline Terminals (to become ANSI/TIA-4965):  The ballot for this draft proposed standard closed on Mar. 10, 2012.  Ballot comments were reviewed and the draft standard was revised to address those comments.  A re-ballot is necessary because a majority of the voting pool failed to submit ballots.  Once the draft proposed standard is approved, TR-41 will propose the adoption of this standard by both the FCC and Industry Canada to replace existing outdated volume control requirements. The target completion date is Aug. 2012.
11. Transmission Requirements for Narrowband Digital Telephones: TR-41.3 approved a project to revise ANSI/TIA-810-B based on a contribution from Tim Lawlor (Cisco).  The work will be performed in the TR41.3.3 working group and Steve Whitesell (Whitesell Consulting) will be the editor.
12. Wideband Performance of Analog Interface Telephones.  TR-41.3 approved a project to develop a standard for wideband performance of telephones with an analog interface.  The project is provisioned on Microsemi becoming a member of TR-41 and providing a Chair and Editor for this project.
13. TIA Questionnaire for ICT Procurement Personnel: A TR41.3 Ad-Hoc working group developed a questionnaire for TIA to use in a survey of ICT industry product procurement personnel.  The questionnaire was approved for submission to TIA staff.  
TR41.7 Environmental and Safety Considerations [endnoteRef:5]  [5:  TR41-12-06-006-MR1-TR41.7 Chairs Report.doc] 

Randy Ivans (UL) is the TR41.7 Chair.  The TR41.7 Vice Chair position is currently vacant.   
1. Electrical, Thermal, Mechanical Environmental Performance Requirements:  The TIA-571-B standard is up for a five year review in 2012.  At this meeting, TR41.7 developed a list of items in this standard that need to be reviewed.  The list includes everything from the title and scope to RF immunity requirements.  The target completion date is June 2013.
2. Power Fault Testing: TR41.7 discussed power fault testing in connection with Power over Ethernet (PoE) and how it is currently being interpreted in UL60950-1.  An IEEE Product Safety working group is currently reviewing the matter.  Since TR41.7 would be a good forum for this discussion, the Chair will contact the IEEE PSWG.  
3. TIA Representation on the UL62368-1 Techncial Harmonization Committee: TR41.7 discussed TIA representation on the UL62368-1 Technical Harmonization Committee (THC).  Philip Havens (Littelfuse) was TIA’s representative on the committee with Larry Bell (Adtran) as the alternate.  Since UL has published the first edition of UL62368-1, the future role of the THC is unclear.  The TR41.7 Chair will look into the matter and Phillip Havens, Will Li (Littelfuse), and Larry Bell will determine if their companies will continue to support this effort.  TR41.7 strongly recommends that the TIA continue to support the THC effort as it provides an important way for the telecommunications industry to provide input into the safety standards development process.
TR41.9 Technical and Administrtive Regulatory Considerations [endnoteRef:6]  [6:  TR41-12-06-007-MR1-TR41.9 Chairs Report.doc] 

Currently, the TR41.9 Chair and Vice Chair positions are vacant.  Randy Ivans (UL) acted as the temporary Chair for this meeting.         
1. TIA-968-B-1:  This addendum to TIA-968-B was forwarded to ANSI for public review.  The review has been completed and TIA has published the document.  The document will be forwarded to ACTA for public review and adoption.  TIA-968-B-1 updates several informative references and corrects several errors in the tables and figures related to VDSL2.  
2. TR-41 Part 68 FAQs:  TR41.9 completed the updating of the TR-41 Part 68 FAQs in February 2012.  The revised Part 68 FAQs are now available on the TIA website.[endnoteRef:7]  Persons with questions concerning Part 68 technical criteria or test methods are advised to consult these FAQs as similar questions may have been asked in the past.  If you have a question concerning Part 68 technical criteria or test methods and cannot find your answer in the TR-41 Part 68 FAQs, submit your question to the TR-41 Chair for review by the TR41.9 subcommittee.   [7:  http://tiaonline.org/standards_/committees/documents/faq_list_20120315.pdf] 

3. Addendum 1 to TSB-31-D, Rationale and Measurement Guidelines for U.S. Network Protection:  The addendum (to become TSB-31-D-1) was completed at the February meeting and sent out for ballot.  The addendum corrects a few errors in TSB-31-D and clarifies the applicability of the ROLR to RLR conversion equation.  The ballot closed on May 25, 2012, and the addendum was approved without comments or negative ballots. The document will be sent to TIA for publication.
4. Project to develop conversational gain test methods.  TR41.3 is in the process of developing a new volume control standard (TIA-4965) that is based on the concept of conversational gain.  The new standard will require corresponding test methods to be developed and added to TSB-31-D once TIA-4965 is published.  TR41.9 believes that the best course of action is for UPED to submit a petition for rule-making to the FCC once the TIA-4965 standard is published.  TR41.9 would prefer that the FCC reference volume control requirements adopted by ACTA using the same privatized process as the harms prevention criteria that was formerly in Part 68, rather than including the new TIA-4965 standard in Part 68 as is presently done with the existing outdated volume control standards (i.e., ANSI/EIA-470-A-1987 and ANSI/EIA/TIA-579-1991).  As an alternative, it would be acceptable for the FCC to reference the latest version of the TIA-4965 standard in their rules as long as there are provisions included in the rules allowing updates to the rules to reference later versions of the standard without a rulemaking proceeding.  TR41.9 also encourages TIA and UPED to make clear their position on grandfathering existing equipment and the effective date of any new standards to allow a transition period from the old standard to the new standard.  TR41.9 would prefer that use of the new standard be acceptable immediately with the option to use the current requirements for 18 months. Previously registered terminal equipment would be grandfathered and not required to be retested under the new standard.  Representatives from Industry Canada indicated that they would not require previously certified equipment to be resubmitted or retested.
5. TIA-1096-A Connector Standard 5-year ANSI review:  The TIA-1096-A standard is due for a five year review in 2013.  Liaison letters have been sent to ACTA and TR-42.  The subcommittee was asked to review the standard for the August meeting and submit contributions proposing revisions.  If no proposed changes are forthcoming, TR41.9 will move forward with reaffirmation.  A project will be opened for TIA-1096-A once the type of project (revision or reaffirmation) is determined. 
6. TIA-168-B Labeling Standard 5-year ANSI review:  The TIA-168-B Labeling Standard is due for a five year review in 2013.  A liaison letter was sent to ACTA.  The subcommittee was asked to review the standard for the August meeting and submit contributions proposing revisions.  If no proposed changes are forthcoming, TR41.9 will move forward with reaffirmation.  A project will be opened for TIA-168-B once the type of project (revision or reaffirmation) is determined. 
7. Incorrect Connector Data Sheets:  A liaison letter was sent to the ACTA regarding connector data sheets that incorrectly reference compliance with Part 68, Subpart F of the FCC rules (which no longer exists) instead of ANSI/TIA-1096-A.  The ACTA issued a Public Notice reminding connector manufacturers of the corrected technical criteria.  The subcommittee agreed that a similar liaison letter should be sent to TR42 asking for their assistance in this matter.
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