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ABSTRACT
The FCC is running out of three character Grantee Codes.  To solve the problem, the FCC issued an order (FCC 12-60) on June 13, 2012, modifying its rules to remove the restriction limiting grantee codes to three characters.  This action permits the FCC to use longer grantee codes, thus greatly increasing the supply of available grantee codes.  FCC Order 12-60 does not impact Telephone Terminal Equipment (TTE) labeling requirements or the ACTA database of approved TTE.  While the ACTA allows TTE database filers to use the pre-2001 three character FCC-assigned Grantee Codes for ACTA database submissions, Grantee Codes issued by the FCC after 2001 cannot be used for ACTA filings.  Since 2001, filers have been required to obtain three character Responsible Party Codes directly from the ACTA.  The ACTA has an ample supply of three character Responsible Party Codes and will not need to implement longer RPC codes for the foreseeable future.

NOTICE
This contribution has been prepared to assist the ACTA.  This document is offered to the ACTA as a basis for discussion and is not a binding proposal on the source company.  This is a draft document and thus is dynamic in nature.  Any requirements specified herein are subject to change in form and numerical value after further study.  This draft document does not reflect a consensus of ACTA and it may be changed or modified.  Neither ATIS, TIA, ACTA, nor the source company make any representation or warranty, express or implied, with respect to the sufficiency, accuracy or utility of the information or opinion contained or reflected in the material herein.  ATIS, TIA, ACTA, and the source company further expressly advise that any use of or reliance upon the material in this contribution is at your risk and neither ATIS, TIA, ACTA, nor the source company shall be liable for any damage or injury, of whatever nature, incurred by any person or entity arising out of any utilization of the material contained herein.  It is possible that this material will at some future date be included in a copyrighted work by ATIS, TIA, or the ACTA.
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Summary and Review of FCC Order FCC 12-60

FCC Order FCC 12-60
The FCC operates an equipment authorization program for radiofrequency (RF) devices under Part 2 of its rules.  This program is one of the primary means that the Commission uses to ensure that RF devices used in the U.S. operate effectively without causing harmful interference.  RF devices that are subject to the “certification” procedure of the FCC’s equipment authorization program must be labeled with an FCC identifier (“FCC ID”) that is unique to the device.  
The FCC ID includes a Commission-issued code identifying the grantee of the certification (“grantee code”).  Due to the proliferation of RF devices in recent years, the FCC was soon going to run out of three character Grantee Codes.  To resolve this issue, the FCC issued an order (FCC 12-60) on June 13, 2012, modifying Sections 47 C.F.R. 2.925 and 2.926 of its rules to remove the rule restriction limiting grantee codes to three characters.  The action permits the FCC to issue longer grantee codes, thus greatly increasing the supply of available FCC grantee codes.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  FCC 12-60.] 

Applicability of FCC Grantee Codes to Part 68 TTE Approval 
When the FCC transferred TTE administrative responsibilities to the ACTA in 2001, they provided ACTA with the list of TTE Grantee Codes that had been assigned by the Commission.  The ACTA refers to these codes as Responsible Party Codes (RPC).  ACTA allows TTE database filers to use the pre-2001 three character FCC-assigned Grantee Codes for ACTA database submissions.  
Since 2001, ACTA has been assigning three character RPCs and TTE database filers have been required to purchase RPC codes from ACTA before filing.  Grantee Codes issued by the FCC for RF devices after 2001 cannot be used for ACTA filings and the ACTA database of approved TTE does not recognize Grantee Codes issued by the FCC after 2001.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  E-mail from Mark Cassarino (ATIS) ACTA Database Administrator.] 

Number of Available Three Character TTE Responsibility Codes 
Responsible Party Codes consist of three alpha-numeric characters.  The total number of RPC codes available for assignment is (36*36*36) 46,656.  Currently, 7531 Responsible Party Codes have been assigned which leaves 39,125 RPC codes available for assignment.[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  Ibid.] 

Conclusion
The recent FCC Order increasing the number of Grantee Code characters does not impact TTE labeling requirements or the ACTA database of approved TTE.  While the FCC took action to mitigate the problem of a decreasing supply of Grantee Codes available for assignment, no such problem exists in connection with the number of TTE Responsible Party Codes available for assignment.    
1

