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ABSTRACT

A working group was proposed to discuss the feasibility of implementing a multiple/interchangeable card system type filing and the implications it would have on both the ACTA database and ACTA Online filings system.  This contribution presents the findings of this working group.
NOTICE

This is a draft document and thus, is dynamic in nature.  It does not reflect a consensus of ACTA and it may be changed or modified.  ACTA makes no representation or warranty, express or implied, with respect to the sufficiency, accuracy or utility of the information or opinion contained or reflected in the material utilized ACTA further expressly advises that any use of or reliance upon the material in question is at your risk ACTA shall be liable for no damage or injury, of whatever nature, incurred by any person arising out of any utilization of the material.  It is possible that this material will at some future date be included in a copyrighted work by ACTA.

*  CONTACT:  Mark Cassarino email: mcassarino@atis.org
History:

The following issue was brought to the attention of the ACTA Secretariat:
Filers who wish to file PBX systems or products with a multiple/interchangeable card are required to file the product multiple times in order to accommodate the ACTA labeling format.  Since the ACTA labeling format requires a unique ACREN for each filing, systems with multiple/interchangeable cards containing multiple ACREN values must file multiple times.  Not only does this create some confusion for filers and customers, but also is unfair to companies that must file multiple times for the same product.  A working group was put together to investigate the feasibility of incorporating a multiple/interchangeable card systems filing type, as well as the implications it would have on the ACTA database/online filing system.

Historically, the FCC had a 730 application guide that was used to accommodate multiple/interchangeable card systems and provided a table that enabled filers to input values associated with each card, consisting of network interface ports, REN values, and additional information associated with a particular card.  I mention this form since it serves as a basis to the changes that would take place on the ACTA online filing (AOF) system.

Proposal to the ACTA Council:

1. It was determined that the 3 character identification code would be used to replace the 3 character ACREN value in the product label.  The 3 character code would also provide the filer/customer an instant indication that the product is a System with multiple/interchangeable cards.  The suggested value for this 3 character code would be ‘SYS’

a. This solution would create the least amount of impact on the system and would work quite nicely.  There is some leeway regarding the 3 character code to be used.  Discussions focused on possibly using PBX; it was decided that ultimately SYS works better since it does not limit this type of filing to just PBX systems

2. During a filing, the filer will get the option to identify if the product is a system with multiple/interchangeable cards. Upon doing so, the ACREN field will auto fill with the 3 character code used to identify a system that uses multiple/interchangeable cards. The filer will then be prompted to provide the following information for each card

a. Registration Status: (the following are the allowable choices)

i. Original

ii. Modification

iii. Notice of change

iv. Re-Certification

b. Manufacture’s Port Identification: (Item 16 in ACTA submission guidelines)
c. Facility Interface Code: (Item 15 in ACTA submission guidelines)
d. REN for each port if applicable (Item 15a in ACTA submission guidelines)
e. Answer Supervision Codes (Item 18 in ACTA submission guidelines)
f. Service Order Codes (Item 17 in ACTA submission guidelines)
g. Network Jack USOC (Item 13c in ACTA submission guidelines)

3. In order for the above elements to be incorporated it would require additional tables to be added to the database, which is not a major impact. The more difficult process will be to retroactively update online forms with the ability to add multiple card information. This may be time consuming, but is not a significant impact.
Items for consideration:

1. Since the ACREN is used in the label of a product, a change to the ACREN would cause a label change, which could significantly impact the existing filings. With the implementation of the multiple card filing the working group recommends the following to prevent any confusion:

a. At its inception only Original Filings and Re-Certification Filings will have the ability to add multiple/interchangeable cards. Notice of Change Filings and Modification Filings will not be able since the change of an ACREN will change the label of the product. Notice of Change Filers or Modification Filers wishing to add multiple/interchangeable card information should consider doing a Re-Certification Filing.

b. Once a filing in the system has multiple/interchangeable card information, filers will be able to do any type of filing to a PBX Systems with multiple/interchangeable cards  and be able to remove, add or edit existing card information. Since at this point the product label has SYS as the REN, the label itself does not change.

c. What would qualify as a “system?”: The industry currently has a definition that is provided in the ACTA labeling requirements document. In that document, a "system" is defined as "Equipment capable of serving four or more lines."
d. Additional information will need to be provided to the filers in order to educate/inform them of these changes.
This change can be tested and implemented in approximately 3 months. This type of transition will require testing on a test server designed to mimic the existing system with the additional changes.
